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RESOLUTION NO. 2005-19 
 

A RESOLUTION 
 

ADOPTING THE POTTSTOWN METROPOLITAN 
REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATED AUGUST, 
2005, PREPARED BY THE POTTSTOWN METROPOLITAN 
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION. 

 
 

WHEREAS, East Coventry Township, with the municipalities of Douglass Township, 
Lower Pottsgrove Township, New Hanover Township, North Coventry Township, Upper Pottsgrove 
Township, West Pottsgrove Township and the Borough of Pottstown, collectively known as the 
“Pottstown Metropolitan Region,” have joined together for the purpose of mutual cooperation 
through regional planning; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Pottstown Metropolitan Region, with a land area of 82 square miles and a 
population of over 69,000 people, is presently experiencing a development boom that will see its 
population swell to over 90,000 by the year 2025; and 
 
 WHEREAS, without proper planning and growth management, many of the elements that 
contribute to the high quality of life of the Pottstown Metropolitan Region, such as its scenic open 
spaces, active farm lands, good roads and public infrastructure, good schools and progressive 
municipal government, will be lost, diminished, or stretched to the breaking point if the onrush of 
new development is allowed to sprawl across the landscape; and 
 
 WHEREAS, recognizing that growth is inevitable, the municipalities of the Pottstown 
Metropolitan Region strongly desire to maximize the positive benefits of growth, such as greater 
employment opportunities and housing options, while minimizing its negative impacts, such as air 
and water pollution, loss of open space, and traffic congestion; and 
 
 WHEREAS, also recognizing that it is best interest of all municipalities of the Pottstown 
Metropolitan Region to support policies that will encourage the revitalization of the Borough of 
Pottstown, the geographic and cultural center of the Region, so that it will become a magnet for new 
development that might otherwise have sprawled into the surrounding municipalities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, municipal officials understand that the current system of land use regulation, 
which mandates that every single municipality set aside sufficient land for all recognized land uses 
through their zoning codes regardless of historic development patterns or sound planning practice, is 
not only inefficient but also a recipe for suburban sprawl; and 
 
 WHEREAS, amendments enacted in 2001 to the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning 
Code, 53 P.S. §10101 et seq., provide an alternative to the aforesaid mandates by allowing 
municipalities to take into consideration land uses in neighboring municipalities and, therefore, not to 
provide for all uses in their own zoning ordinances, provided that the municipalities participate in 
regional planning; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the eight municipalities of the Pottstown Metropolitan Region, after careful 
consideration and pursuant to the guidelines set forth in the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning 
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Code, created the Pottstown Metropolitan Regional Planning Commission in April, 2001, to prepare 
a regional comprehensive plan, conforming to the requirements of the Pennsylvania Municipalities 
Planning Code for regional comprehensive plans, that would serve as a guide for future growth and 
development in the Region; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Pottstown Metropolitan Regional Planning Commission proceeded with the 
preparation of such regional comprehensive plan with the result being the Pottstown Metropolitan 
Regional Comprehensive Plan dated August, 2005; and  

 
WHEREAS, on October 26, 2005, the members of the Regional Planning Commission, by 

resolution, unanimously endorsed the said Regional Comprehensive Plan, and strongly recommended 
its adoption by the municipalities of the Pottstown Metropolitan Region; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the mandatory 45-day review and comment period has elapsed during which 
time adjoining municipalities, the Montgomery and Chester County Planning Commissions, school 
districts (including the four that are part of the Pottstown Metropolitan Region and those that abut it), 
and the general public, have had the opportunity to express their views on the said Regional 
Comprehensive Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of East Coventry Township, together with the 
governing bodies of the other municipalities of the Pottstown Metropolitan Region, has reviewed 
said Regional Comprehensive Plan, and has found it to constitute a suitable, rational and timely plan 
for guiding the growth and development of the Region; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the said Regional Comprehensive Plan, has been subject of one or more duly 
advertised public hearings by the Board of Supervisors of East Coventry Township, as well as by the 
governing bodies of the other municipalities of Pottstown Metropolitan Region, all as required by 
and in accordance with the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of 
Supervisors of East Coventry Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania, as follows: 

 
SECTION 1. The Pottstown Metropolitan Regional Comprehensive Plan dated August, 

2005, prepared by the Pottstown Metropolitan Regional Planning Commission, together with all 
maps, charts, textual matter and other matters intended to form the whole thereof, be and is hereby 
adopted.  A listing of the various maps, charts, textual matter, and other matters forming the whole of 
said Regional Comprehensive Plan, as set forth in the Table of Contents of said Plan, is attached 
hereto as Exhibit “A” and expressly made part of this Resolution. 

 
SECTION 2. The Board of Supervisors of East Coventry Township, the governing body of 

the Township, hereby agrees, by the said adoption of the Pottstown Metropolitan Regional 
Comprehensive Plan dated August, 2005, to be guided by said Regional Comprehensive Plan on all 
matters relating to land use planning. 

 
SECTION 3. The Township Secretary and/or other appropriate and proper officers or 

officials of the East Coventry Township be and are hereby authorized and directed to take, or cause 
to be taken, all such other actions as may be necessary or permitted under the Pennsylvania 
Municipalities Planning Code, 53 P.S. §10101 et seq., or otherwise desirable to effect and otherwise 
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perfect the said adoption of the Pottstown Metropolitan Regional Comprehensive Plan dated August, 
2005, including, but not limited to: 

 
a. Recording, or causing the recording of, a notation directly on said Regional 

Comprehensive Plan that the same was adopted by this Resolution on the date hereof by 
affirmative vote of not less than a majority of the members of the Board of Supervisors; and 

 
b. Forwarding a certified copy of said Regional Comprehensive Plan to the 

Chester County Planning Commission within thirty (30) days after the adoption of this 
Resolution. 

 
SECTION 4. The provisions of this Resolution and the Pottstown Metropolitan Regional 

Comprehensive Plan dated August, 2005 adopted hereby are severable.  If any provision of this 
Resolution or said Regional Comprehensive Plan, or the application thereof to any person or 
circumstance, is held invalid or unenforceable, the remainder of this Resolution or said Regional 
Comprehensive Plan, and the application of such provision to other persons or circumstances, shall 
not be affected thereby. It is the intent of the Board of Supervisors that this Resolution and said 
Regional Comprehensive Plan would have been adopted had such invalid or unenforceable provision 
or application not been included or provided herein. 

 
SECTION 5. This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon adoption of this 

Resolution. 
 

ADOPTED this           day of December, A.D. 2005. 
 
       BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 
       EAST COVENTRY TOWNSHIP 
       Chester County, Pennsylvania 
 

_____________________________________ 
       Robert F. Preston, Chairman 
 

_____________________________________ 
       W. Atlee Rinehart, Vice-Chairman 
 
       _____________________________________ 
       David K. Leinbach, Member 
 
       _____________________________________ 
ATTEST:      John Doering, Member 
 
____________________________   _____________________________________ 
David K. Leinbach, Secretary    Timothy J. Roland, Member 
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